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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To more accurately detect 
defects in a semiconductor. 

SOLUTION: The system 1 for inspecting a semiconductor 
wafer comprises a defect classifier for automatically 
classifying semiconductor wafer defects, based on 
defect inspection parameters and a knowledge base, 
and a classification support unit for supporting the 
defect classifier. The defect detection parameters 
determine what degree the difference between the 
surface image of a normal semiconductor wafer and the 
surface image of a semiconductor wafer having defects 
is allowed. The knowledge base provides data showing 
types which cause semiconductor wafers and features 
of each type. The classification support unit forms 
separated defect parts data for setting or changing 
the defect detection parameters and forming the 
knowledge base. 
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